
MONTRÉAL CALL TO ACTION
onCities, Climate Research andGovernance

The Montréal Call to Action on Cities, Climate Research and Governance, issued at the
2024 Innovate4Cities Conference, co-hosted by the Global Covenant of Mayors and
UN-Habitat brings together academia, government, civil society, and industry at the
intersection of cities, climate science, and innovation. This Call to Action is signed by leaders
representing these communities working at the intersection of urban development and
climate change science. It aims to accelerate climate action by making science, knowledge
and innovation available in support of stronger, more ambitious and widespread
collaboration between subnational (cities, towns, states and regions) and national
governments.

The 2023 Global Stocktake showed the world is off track from the goals of the Paris
Agreement; at the current rate we are moving towards a dangerous and unstable future of
2.8C global heating, compared with the pre-industrial era. Communities around the world are
already feeling the impact of climate change, including worsening heatwaves, floods and
wildfires, with the most vulnerable being hit the hardest. Without resolute and ambitious
action, all of this is pointing towards a systemic collapse.

In this context, we at the 2024 Innovate4Cities Conference (I4C24),

Recognize that urban science, research and innovation are critical to broker solutions and
pathways that meet local needs - and must be inclusive of regional characteristics and
sensitivities that can foster fair and inclusive action.

Recognize that urban research and knowledge are most impactful when co-generated with
a range of urban stakeholders including low-income and other marginalised groups, and
when they inform multi-level governance and partnerships with a robust evidence base that
can bridge the gap between urban climate ambition and action - and deliver on the Paris
Agreement.

Acknowledge that many local governments are reducing per capita emissions at a faster
rate than their national governments and these efforts should be maximised1. Based on
current targets and actions, Global Covenant of Mayors signatory cities could collectively
achieve the equivalent of 10% of the emissions reduction needed globally to keep global
temperatures from rising above 1.5oC by 20302.

Acknowledge that there is an increasing awareness that climate action in cities, states and
regions must be supported by national governments. Fully implementing the Coalition for
High Ambition Multilevel Partnerships (CHAMP) initiative, endorsed by 72 countries at
COP28 can lead to more, better resourced, subnational projects that can reduce emissions,
boost adaptive capacity and improve livelihoods.

2 https://www.unep.org/interactives/emissions-gap-report/2023/#section-4;
https://www.globalcovenantofmayors.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/GCoM-2023-Global-Impact-report-2023_10.12.2023.pdf

1 https://www.globalcovenantofmayors.org/impact2023/

https://www.unep.org/interactives/emissions-gap-report/2023/#section-4
https://www.globalcovenantofmayors.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/GCoM-2023-Global-Impact-report-2023_10.12.2023.pdf
https://www.globalcovenantofmayors.org/impact2023/


Recall that there are knowledge and data gaps on urban climate action - including, but not
limited to climate science and urban systems; the challenges of more effective local (and
multi-level) governance that bridge the gap between ambition and implementation; just,
equitable, and resilient livelihoods for inhabitants of informal settlements that acknowledge
their vulnerabilities to the effects of climate change; and the incorporation and representation
of culture, heritage, and history in forward-looking climate action planning - inclusive of
indigenous and traditional communities.3

Commit to co-generating and sharing our knowledge, research and best practices for
innovative subnational climate action through the Innovate4Cities initiative, the Global
Research and Action Agenda on Climate Change and Cities (GRAA) and to contribute our
knowledge, identified research gaps and opportunities for consideration by the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) - in particular through the Special
Report on Climate Change and Cities.

● As researchers and scientists, we commit to generating policy-relevant
knowledge and insights that can catalyse subnational climate action.

● As private sector leaders, we commit to sharing our intellectual capital and
expertise with subnational governments, co-facilitating public-private partnerships
and investing into urban climate change solutions.

● As civil society leaders, we commit to generating and contributing good practice,
expertise and the perspectives of the communities we represent - especially among
marginalised and under-represented groups - to ensure urban climate research and
solutions are just, co-designed, and fit-for-purpose.

Commit to ensuring that urban research, knowledge and innovation informs policy,
decision-making and effective multilevel climate action, including supporting national
governments to collaborate with cities, towns, states and regions, such as the ones who
joined the Coalition for High Ambition Multilevel Partnerships (CHAMP) at COP28.

Call on national governments to fully realise the potential of urban climate research,
knowledge and innovation by:

● Engaging with the academic, practitioner and business communities for the latest
knowledge and science - including through Innovate4Cities and the forthcoming
IPCC Special Report on Climate Change and Cities - to ensure emerging findings
inform national, regional and local climate strategies and implementation pathways.

● Building on urban climate research, knowledge and innovation and including
subnational governments in the development process and content of national targets
and strategies on climate, energy, and biodiversity.

● Increasing funding to subnational climate projects and access to financing, including
directing at least one-third of research, development, and deployment funding
towards programs and activities channelled through cities, regions and their
governments.

3 Global Covenant of Mayors for Climate and Energy & UN-Habitat. (2022) Discussions and Findings from the 2021 Innovate4Cities conference: new insights for the 2018
Global Research and Action Agenda on Cities and Climate Change Science. Walsh, B. (ed) and Greenwalt, J, (ed) et al. https://doi.org/10.26188/62795d16f3bab

https://doi.org/10.26188/62795d16f3bab


Signatories

1. Laura Azeredo, Urban development coordinator, WRI Brasil, World Resources
Institute

2. Carolina Basualdo, Mayor despeñaderos, Municipalidad Despeñaderos

3. Francesca Battistoni, President, Social Seed

4. Sarah Bell, City of Melbourne, Chair in Urban Resilience and Innovation,
University of Melbourne

5. Dean Berg, CEO, Green Community Catalysts

6. Eugenie Birch, Nussdorf Professor of Urban Research Weitzman School of
Design, and Co-Director, Penn institute for Urban Research, University of
Pennsylvania

7. Nathalie Bleau, Cheffe d'équipe par intérim – Coordination de la science de
l'adaptation, Ouranos

8. Ebenezer Boateng, Arizona State University and YouthMappers

9. Madlen Boubau, Urban Planning Student, University of Montreal

10. Radhwane Boukelouha, Postdoctoral fellow, Polytechnique Montreal

11. Harriet Bulkeley, Senior Fellow in the Global Policy Institute, Prof. Dept. of
Geography, Deputy Executive Dean, Research in the Faculty of Social
Sciences and Health, Durham University

12. Savina Carluccio, Executive Director, International Coalition for Sustainable
Infrastructure (ICSI)

13. Emma Carrasco, Advocacy and Research Coordinator, Coalition for Home
Repair

14. Sofia Del Castillo, Consultant, Bid

15. André Cazelais, Chef de division - Transition écologique et innovation - SGPI
(building dept), Ville de Montréal

16. Sarah Chamberland PhD, Student, Concordia

17. Tathagata Chatterji, Professor Urban Management, XIM University

18. Tanya Chung-Tiam-Fook, Co-holder, 7GenCities & Dark Matter Labs



19. Amelia Clarke, Full Professor, School of Environment, Enterprise &
Development, and Academic Lead, Municipal Net-Zero Action Research
Partnership, University of Waterloo

20. Amy Cotter, Director, Urban Sustainability, Lincoln Institute of Land Policy

21. Julie Coulombe, Architecte paysagiste Jr, Étudiante Université de montréal

22. Joel Courchesne, Architecte, Ville de montreal

23. Sanam Dabirian, Project Manager, Concordia University - NGCI

24. Tue Damsø, Senior Advisor, CONCITO

25. Gian Carlo Delgado, Institute of Geography, National Autonomous University
of Mexico

26. Jocineida Delgado, Civil engineer, Our Home

27. Nour Djedou, Student University of Montreal

28. David Dodman, Director, International Institute for Environment and
Development

29. Maria Dombrov, Global Coordinator, Urban Climate Change Research
Network

30. Kirsten Dunlop, CEO, Climate-KIC

31. Ursula Eicker, Canada Excellence Research Chair (CERC) in Smart,
Sustainable and Resilient Cities and Communities, Concordia University
Montréal

32. Sikandar Ejaz, Ph.D., Researcher, Concordia University

33. Jayne Engle, PHD, Adjunct Professor, McGill University School of Urban
Planning

34. Ricarda Faber, Policy Advisor, Gesellschaft für Internationale
Zusammenarbeit (GIZ)

35. Maria Falaleeva, Covenant of Mayors East

36. Carlos Ferreyra M.D, Adv.Ep. Cert., Alianza Clima, Vida y Salud Internacional,
Spain

37. Andrea Fernández, Managing Director for Climate Finance, Knowledge and
Partnerships, C40

38. Aklilu Fikresilassie, Director, Thriving Resilient Cities, WRI Africa



39. Nicolas Francart, Climate analyst, CONCITO

40. Samuel Fordjour, Boachie, AbibiNsroma Foundation, Ghana

41. Sarah Chamberland-Fontaine, PhD Student, Concordia

42. Erik Frenette, Consultant, SSG

43. Elizabeth Hausler, CEO & Founder, Build Change

44. Guilherme Iablonovski, Geospatial Data Scientist, UN SDSN

45. Toyosi Igejongbo, The Federal University of Technology, Akure

46. Andrew Irvin, Project Officer in Urban Innovation, Melbourne Centre for Cities

47. Julie Hiromoto FAIA, Director of Integration, HKS and Chair, Strategic
Partnerships & Innovation subcommittee of Dallas Environmental Commission

48. Hossein Jadidi, PhD student, Concordia University

49. Aikaterini Karapantsiou, Policy Advisor, Deutsche Gesellschaft für
Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ)

50. Bridget Keane, University of Melbourne

51. Şiir Kılkış Vice-Chair, Working Group III, IPCC

52. Ghani Kolli, CEO, Credo Impact

53. Shin Koseki, UNESCO Chair in Urban Landscape & Assistant Professor,
Faculty of Environmental Design School of Urban Planning and Landscape
Architecture, Université de Montréal

54. Maia Kutner, Director Cities, States and Regions, CDP

55. Perpetual Nana Owusuah Lamptey, Prin. Manager, Human Resources, Ghana
Railway Development Authority

56. Marjolaine Lamontagne, PhD Candidate in Political Science, McGill University

57. João Pedro Levenhagen, Data Analyst, Institute of Planning and Management
of Cities (IPGC)

58. Sophie Lévesque, Engineer, SSG

59. Chebbi Marouen, Civil technician, Municipality of Utique

60. Carlos Martín, Director Remodelling Futures, Harvard University Joint Center
for Housing Studies

61. Fred Martin, Senior Project Manager, City of Toronto



62. Lilia Blades Martinez, Shelter and Settlements Coordinator, Global Shelter
Cluster

63. Jenn McArthur, Associate Professor, Toronto Metropolitan University

64. Robert McDonald, Lead Scientist, The Nature Conservancy

65. Jennifer McKay, Professor of Business Law, University of South Australia

66. John Michael LaSalle, Senior Program Associate, Cities Climate Finance
Leadership Alliance

67. David Miller, Managing Director, C40 Centre for City Climate Policy and
Economy, C40 Centre for City Climate Policy and Economy

68. Mehri Mohebbo, University of Florida

69. Sareh Moosavi, Lecturer in Environmental Planning and Design, University of
Melbourne

70. Helinah Moreira, Regional Coordinator, Global Covenant of Mayors for
Climate and Energy for Latin America and the Caribbean

71. Chiara Morfeo, Senior Manager for Research and Communications, C40
Centre for City Climate Policy and Economy

72. Aleksandra Mostovaja, Royal Danish Academy of Fine Arts

73. Greg Munro, Director, Cities Alliance

74. Priscilla Negreiros, Associate Director of CCFLA at Climate Policy Initiative

75. Cathy Oke, Director, Melbourne Centre for Cities

76. Irini Pantelidou, Strategic Partnerships, Clean Air Fund

77. Elisabeth du Parc, Project Officer on Migration, Environment, Climate Change
and DRR, International Organization for Migration

78. Carla Patnett, City Planner, Belize City Council

79. Frederick Peters, Consultant & Educator, City Institute at York University

80. August Posch, Data Scientist, Northeastern University

81. Redwan Rakib, Smart Urban Farming: GPS-Driven Rooftop Farm Planning,
Mapping, and Management, Team Farmex

82. Giorgia Rambelli, Director Mission Innovation Urban Transitions Mission,
Global Covenant of Mayors



83. Abdul Razzaque, Deputy Director Town Planning, Gwadar Development
Authority, Gwadar

84. Debra Roberts, Professor at the University of KwaZulu-Natal and University of
Twente

85. Gregor Robertson, Global Ambassador, Special Envoy for Cities and CHAMP,
Global Covenant of Mayors

86. Maria Rosamarcilla, Professor, Alianza Clima, Vida y Salud Internacional
Argentina

87. Ben Rosenblatt, Principal Planner, Seattle Department of Transportation

88. Pourya Salehi, Head of Urban Research, Innovation, and Development
Department at ICLEI/Co-chair of GCoM's Research & Innovation Technical
Working Group, ICLEI - Local Governments for Sustainability

89. Issaka Sambo Ali, Kwame Nkrumah University of Science and Technology

90. Leonardo Luiz dos Santos, Public-Private Partnerships of Smart Cities,
Institute of Planning and Management of Cities / IPGC

91. Caterina Sarfatti, Managing Director for Inclusion & Global Leadership, C40

92. Monica Schroeder, Director of Global Advocacy, Build Change

93. Giles Sioen, Co-Lead, Research & Innovation, Future Earth, Research
Associate, National Institute for Environmental Studies

94. William Solecki, Professor of Geography, Hunter College; Director Institute for
Sustainable Cities, City University of New York (CUNY); Co-Director, Urban
Climate Change Research Network (UCCRN)

95. María Belén Sosa, Architect, INAHE - CONICET

96. Bruce Stiftel, FAICP, Professor Emeritus, Georgia Institute of Technology
USA, Co-chair, Planners for Climate Action

97. Ayinawu Tanko, Information Architect, Open Earth Foundation

98. Nicola Tollin, Professor in Urban Resilience, University of Southern Denmark,
Chairholder and coordinator of the UNESCO Chair on Urban Resilience

99. Jouni Tuomisto, Chief Science Officer, Kausal Ltd

100. Jorn Verbeeck, Net Zero Urban Program & Decarbonization Innovation
Exchange Lead, Global Decarbonization Center, KPMG



101. Amalia Vrachnou, Deputy Mayor of Urban Regeneration and Resilience
Municipality of Kifissia

102. Helen Watts, Executive Director, Student Energy

103. Patrick Welch, Associate Director, Urban Sustainability, Lincoln Institute of
Land Policy

104. Wen Xie, Founder, X.NET

105. Mashael Yazdanie, Scientist and Group Leader, Empa, Urban Energy
Systems Laboratory

106. Tom Young, Urban Places Sector Leader - Ontario & Atlantic Stantec
Consulting Ltd


